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EA NGO COUNCIL F CcO IATION

Deokseong Bld. 6F, Mapodaero 4 Na-gil 46, Mapo-Gu, Seoul, ROK
Tel: ++82-2-745-0615, kncck@kncck.or.kr

Mr. Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

November 2, 2021

Dear Secretary of State Antony Blinken,

We express our deep gratitude to you and your government for your efforts to increase stability and

build peace on the Korean Peninsula and across Northeast Asia.

As member organizations of the Korea NGO Council for Cooperation with North Korea (KNCCNK)
we support inter-Korean exchange and cooperation to improve the humanitarian situation in North
Korea and promote joint development, as well as to create a foothold for building Korean Peninsula
peace. We are gravely concerned about the deteriorating humanitarian conditions for North Koreans

during this unprecedented pandemic situation as we send this letter to you today.

We are aware that the U.S. government has already provided more than 160 million doses of vaccines
to developing countries and that President Biden stated at the Virtual Global COVID-19 Summit during
the UN General Assembly in September that by this time next year, the U.S. plans to have donated a
total of more than 1.1 billion doses to countries struggling to secure vaccines. We believe that these
efforts from the U.S. government transcend international health cooperation and strengthen the

foundations for global stability and peace.

We would like to express our deep respect for the leadership that you and your government have shown
in response to COVID-19, and at the same time insist that North Korea must not be alienated from U.S.

efforts to overcome this global pandemic. We would like to emphasize the following:

- The humanitarian situation of North Koreans has reached a level of grave concern due to extended
COVID-19 measures including border closures coinciding with repeated natural disasters.

Thankfully, your government has stated publicly several times its readiness to assist in improving



North Korea’s humanitarian situation, and we are aware that plans to this end are being developed
with the South Korean and other related governments. The most important thing at present to
improve the humanitarian situation in North Korea is to help with the response to COVID-19 so
that North Korean citizens can lead their everyday lives without the additional burdens caused by

this pandemic.

- This global pandemic has born witness to just how closely interwoven our world really is. A
neighboring country’s health crisis is not only a problem for that country, but also impacts people’s
safety across national borders. Connected as we are, assisting with North Korea’s response to

COVID-19 not only helps citizens there, but also contributes to all of our safety.

- Above all, COVID-19 response related cooperation between the U.S., North Korea, and South
Korea, is an important opportunity to improve relations that have stalled since 2019 and reopen
dialogues for peace on the Korean Peninsula and across Northeast Asia. Therefore, whilst COVID-
19 is indeed a crisis, it is simultaneously an opportunity to renew these conversation channels and

start discussions regarding a safer and more peaceful future.

Based on this belief, the member organizations of the Korea NGO Council for Cooperation with North

Korea request the following from the U.S. government:

1) We urge the U.S. government to proactively support COVID-19 vaccine assistance to North
Korea. As you are aware, vaccines are the single most important factor in North Korea's
response to COVID-19. We hope that the U.S. government can provide North Korea with
sufficient vaccines to reach herd immunity and therefore help North Koreans to return to their

pre-COVID-19 lives.

2) Furthermore, we request that you actively consider the utilization of international organizations,
South Korean NGOs and U.S. NGOs in delivering any future vaccines to North Korea. These
groups have conducted cooperative projects with North Korea for a substantial amount of time
and have therefore developed trust-based relationships with North Korea. In light of this fact,
the likelihood of North Korea's acceptance of vaccine assistance increases with these groups’
participation. This can also help to facilitate other future mid and long-term cooperation with

North Korea.

3) Finally, to ensure that such a joint cooperative COVID-19 response in North Korea can be
implemented timely and effectively, we urge the U.S. government to promote comprehensive

sanctions exemptions in both U.S. unilateral and United Nations’ sanctions for COVID-19



vaccines and other COVID-19 response related materials.

The member organizations of the Korea NGO Council for Cooperation with North Korea pledge to do
our utmost, including the direct provision of COVID-19 response supplies, to help the citizens of North

Korea overcome this COVID-19 situation and to be able to live in a safer environment.

We reiterate our gratitude to the U.S. government for your leadership in overcoming the COVID-19
pandemic and request once again your government’s active support and leadership in assisting North
Korea to overcome COVID-19, whereby in so doing the U.S will be taking the lead in improving the

humanitarian situation of North Koreans. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Gi-beom Lee

President, Korean NGO Council for Cooperation with North Korea (KNCCNK)

<Korean NGO Council for Cooperation with North Korea’s 60 Member Organizations>
Child Fund Korea

Climate Change Center

Coal Briquettes for Neighbors in Korea

Corporation Hananuri

Department of Urban and Rural Mission and Ministry, The Presbyterian Church of Korea
Foundation of Inter-Korea Cooperation

Good Friends International

Good Hands

Good People International

Green One Korea

Greentree International

Gwangju Metropolitan City Inter-Korean Exchange Meeting

Gyung-Nam Unification Agricultural Collaboration Coorperation

Hankyoreh Foundation for Reunification and Culture

Inter-Korean Gangwondo Cooperation Association

International Love Foundation

Jeju Center for Inter-Korea Exchange & Cooperation

Jeonnam South-North Korea Exchanges and Peace Center

Join Together Society

Korea Association of Health Promotion



Korea Association of People Sharing Love

Korea Campus Crusade of Christ

Korea Food for the Hungry International

Korea Unification Network

Korean Foundation for World Aid

Korean Living Together Movement

Korean National Tuberculosis Association

Korean People’s Living Community

Korean Sharing Movement

Lighthouse Foundation

Medical Aid for Children

Movement for One Korea

National Council YMCAs of Korea

National YWCA of Korea

Network for Peace and Unification

Nice People

North Korea Business Platform

Northeast Asia Foundation for Education & Culture
Northeast Asian Peace Cooperation Network
Office for the Promotion of National Unity, Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
Okedongmu Children in Korea

One Korea Buddhist Movement

Peace Nuri

SAM Care-Korea

Save the Children Korea

Service for Peace

Serving Friends International

Sharing Together Society

South-North Sharing Campaign

The Central Association for National Unification of Korea
The Corea Peace 3000

The Foundation for Medical Cooperation of Korea
The Korea Peace Foundation

The Salvation Army

Unitas

Won-Buddhists’ Movement for Sowing Grace
World Vision Korea

Zero TB World



